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Determination
n this edition of The Monday Motivator we’re going to examine the topic of
DETERMINATION. Here is our first story that may surprise you. His career started out
poorly. He went to law school in upstate New York at a school very few had heard of. He
then worked for a few years at a small law firm in Albany, New York, and when that did not go
particularly well, he moved to a small town in Wisconsin to practice. He practiced there for two
years when his office building, containing his entire practice, files, records and everything else in
his professional life, burned down.

I

He then moved to
California to work in
a retail store with
some of his brothers,
but
returned
to
Albany when that did
not work out. Having
additional trouble in
Albany for the next
two years, he returned
to California. It was
there that he and his
brothers finally got
into a business that
worked … after four failures. But even with his business success, his life continued to be
challenged, and this time by a personal tragedy. His only child died from typhoid fever as a
young teenager. The name of this life-buffeted lawyer, whose career knew nothing but
disappointment for many years, Leland Stanford, co-founder (with his wife) of Stanford
University.
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In our next story about determination we start out with a man doing construction work in New
York. He got laid off. He could not find another job and eventually had no money at all.
At one point, he was so broke that he stole his wife's jewelry and sold it. That did not go well and
thus things got so bad that he even ended up homeless. He slept at the New York bus station for
3 days, unable to pay rent or afford food. His lowest point came when he tried to sell his dog at
the liquor store to any stranger. He didn't have money to feed the dog anymore so he sold his
beloved dog for $25. He later said he walked away crying.
Two weeks later, he happened to see a boxing match between Mohammed Ali and Chuck
Wepner and that match gave him the inspiration to write a script for a movie. He worked on the
script for many days. He tried to sell it and got an offer for $125,000 for the script. It was a
fortune for a near homeless man with only a few dollars to his name. But he had a request that
went along with the sale of the script. He wanted to star in the movie. He wanted to be the main
actor. The studio said NO. They wanted to cast a real talent with training and years of experience
on the set and in front of cameras. They added injury to insult when they said he "looked strange
and talked in a thick accent." He left the
studio with his script and his self-image
battered.
A few weeks later, the studio called him up
and offered him $250,000 for the script. He
refused. They then offered $350,000, a
fortune for any script at the time. He still
refused. They wanted his script and wanted
to produce the movie, but not with him
playing the lead role. Once again the writer
turned them down. He had to play the lead
role and that’s all there was to it.
Eventually the studio agreed to a much
smaller deal. They offered him $35,000 for
the script and agreed to let him star in it!
Their thinking was if the writer was so bad
as an actor that the project had to be shut
down, they still owned the story and could
re-cast the lead role and start over.
The rest is history! The movie went on to
win the academy award for Best Picture,
Best Directing and Best Film Editing at the
prestigious Oscar Awards. The man who
wrote the script and played the lead role
was even nominated for BEST ACTOR!
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The Movie ROCKY was inducted into the American National Film Registry as one of the
greatest movies ever! The writer and star was and is Sylvester Stallone.
There is a back story to what was the launch of a new career for Mr. Stallone. The first thing he
bought with his $35,000 was the dog he had sold. He hung out near the liquor store for 3 days
hoping to spot the man to whom he had sold his dog. On the 3rd day, he finally saw the man
walking the dog. Stallone explained why he had sold the dog in the first place and asked to buy
the dog back. The man refused. Stallone offered him $100. The man still refused. The offer was
increased to $500 and the man still refused. He even refused $1000. Stallone had to pay $15,000
for the same dog he had sold for $25! Today, the same Stallone who slept in the streets and sold
his dog because he couldn't feed it is one of the top movie stars in Hollywood.

What IS determination to you? Is it reaching your goals no matter what lies in your path? Is it
losing weight to ward off the medical complications that come from ignoring it? Is determination
getting out of debt and having more money in the bank than you need for the next 2 or 3 years?
Is it living without credit cards? Is it buying a home? Is it creating and building a retirement plan
with a focus on leaving the money alone, knowing it belongs to an old person in your future?
Could your determination be more time with your family, or time supporting your community?
Let’s look at the Webster Dictionary for the full definition of the word “determination.”

1.
2.
3.

4.

FULL DEFINITION OF DETERMINATION
1 A: a judi ci al deci sion settl ing and ending a cont rovers y B : t he resolving of a
questi on by argum ent or reasoning
2 AR CHAIC : termination
3 A: the act of decidi ng defi nit el y and firm l y; A LS O : t he result of such an act
of decis ion B : firm or fix ed i nt ent ion to achi eve a desired end <A W OMAN
OF GREAT C OURAGE AND DETER MINATION>
4 : a fixing or findi ng of the posit ion, magni tude, val ue, or charact er of
s om ething: as A: the act, process, or result of an accurat e measurem ent B : an
i denti ficati on of t he t axonomi c positi on of a pl ant or anim al
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5 . 5 A: the definiti on of a conc ept i n logi c b y i t s essent i al const it uents B : the
additi on of a differenti a t o a concept t o l imi t it s denot ati on
6 . 6 : di rect ion or t endenc y t o a cert ai n end : impulsion
Many people say they are determined to
accomplish something but in their heart they
don’t really mean it. They lack the courage, the
drive, the ambition or perhaps the sheer
willingness to overcome any obstacle to reach
their goal. Even if they have all this there is still
the need for a support system. Rarely can one
person accomplish lofty goals alone. As an
example, climbing a mountain requires helpers.
Here is one story to help illustrate this fact:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edmund_Hillary

Mt. Everest is 29,029 feet above sea level

There are many stories about people with determination. Here is a link to one man who is known
to all of us: http://www.ducksters.com/biography/uspresidents/abrahamlincoln.php
In summary, determination is the sum of your focus, ambition, drive, efforts and willingness to
overcome all obstacles to achieve your goals. We can all accomplish just about anything we set
our hearts and minds to. Yes, we may need help along the way but it can be done.
Until next week, if you know of any business that would benefit with a little coaching in the
areas of organization, time and task management, social media, sales, marketing, customer
service, operations, HR, leadership or team-building, have them give us a call at 562-577-7000
or send us an email. We will keep you in the loop on how it’s going.

Will Robertson, Founder / CEO and Jay McDowell,
President / MBA are doing business as Performance
Strategies as of Jan. 1, 2017. Our offices are located
at 1231 E. Dyer Road, Suite 215, Santa Ana, CA
92705. You can reach us 562-577-7000. Our web site
is www.PS-MCG.com Our E Mail addresses:
Will@PS-MCG.com and Jay@PS-MCG.com
Our consulting and coaching focus supports
management, sales, customer service and
operations. Included are sales and management
assessment surveys as well as leadership,
Jay McDowell, President / MBA
teambuilding, sales operations efficiency and online Will Robertson, Founder / CEO
tracking projects. Our other team members bring additional disciplines as well. We will showcase them in future
editions of this business journal. We are all committed to driving the results you want.
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